
 

Big Ten Invitational Covid Protocols 
 
Background Information 

Rowing is a sport that easily lends itself to social distancing between teams. Even prior to 
this pandemic, rowers did not interact with their opponents and rarely would come within 
twenty feet of them. While on the water competing, the teams each have their own lane and 
are spaced 12-15 meters apart. On land, athletes have no need to interact with teams. With a 
few minimal adjustments, we can easily ensure that there will be no close contact between 
athletes from different teams. These adjustments for the 2021 Big Ten Invitational are listed 
below. 
 
Venue Set-up 

1. Each visiting team will have a clearly marked outdoor area of approximately 8000 sq. ft. 
(e.g. 100’ x 80’) in which only its team members may enter. 

2. Each team will be assigned bathrooms/porta-johns (2-4, depending on travel size) to be 
located near their team area. These bathrooms/porta-johns will be labeled and will be 
for that team’s use only. There will also be bathrooms/porta-johns assigned to officials 
and event staff. 

3. There will be a wide walkway provided to get from the teams area to the launch docks. 
4. Minimum of 4 docks with no more than one team on the dock at a time.  
5. There will be no “common space” provided at the venue such as medical tents, food 

tents, etc. Each team will be responsible for providing any such resources and will do so 
in their provided area.  

6. Ample space will be provided for teams to load and unload its shell trailer so that social 
distancing may be maintained. 

7. No spectators will be permitted at event, signs will be placed at entrance prohibiting 
spectators  

8. No food trucks, tailgating, grills or tents with spreads of food. 
9. Athletes will have packed lunches or boxed lunches (caterer drop off is permissible). 
10. Public drinking fountains will be closed. 
11. There will be plenty of signage with safety information posted including social distancing 

reminders and face covering required signage.  
12. There will be hand sanitizer stations set up for each team as well as for volunteers and 

officials.  
13. Beach area will be marked with socially distanced viewing areas for athletes, staff, 

coaches and volunteers.  
14. Compliance officers for the venue and for each team will be assigned to help 

monitor/ensure social distancing and facial covering compliance. A primary compliance 
director for the regatta will be established by the CVB.  
 

Operations and procedures 
1. Coxswain meetings will either be: 

• eliminated, with information shared via email to visiting teams 
• conducted via a zoom call the night before the competition 



2. All competitors at the venue will be required to wear masks when on land. Masks may 
not come off until after a crew has launched their shell. 

3. All other persons at the venue (coaches, staff, officials, stake-boat holders, event staff, 
etc.) will be required to wear masks at all times. 

4. Coaches will not be permitted to go on the water to watch races from launches. 
5. Coxswain weigh-ins will not occur. 
6. Boat weigh-ins will not occur. 

 
Additional safety considerations: 

1.    Symptom Monitoring:  
• Coaches of each team participating in Big Ten Rowing Invitational will be 

required to conduct daily symptom checks of their team’s coaches and athletes 
before training and competition.  

• Head official will be required to conduct daily symptom check of all race officials. 
• Volunteers will be required to sign a symptom check self-assessment before 

reporting to duty during the event, form to be provided by CVB. 
• Should anyone report or appear to be symptomatic they will not be allowed on 

the premises for the remainder of the event.   
• Signs will be posted to promote self-monitoring among spectators for symptoms 

throughout the event, along with email communication asking anyone 
experiencing symptoms to stay home. 

2.   Anyone experiencing symptoms will not be permitted on-site for competition, if 
individual tests positive they will be placed in isolation in accordance to CDC guidelines 
at the time of competition, anyone who has been exposed per CDC guidelines will also 
quarantine according to guidance at the time of competition as outlined on cdc.gov on 
April 15th, 2021 .  

3.   There will be no congregating before or after races by athletes, coaches, trainers and 
officials or spectators. 

4.   Assign compliance officers for each team to help monitor/ensure social distancing and 
facial covering. 

5.   Travel Guidelines:  
• Teams will minimize room occupancy to no more than 2 athletes or one staff 

member per room.  
• Proper spacing and required mask usage during bus travel to and from competition.  
• Social distancing and mask usage will be required and enforced by University staff at 

all times during competition and travel.  
• Meals will be pre-ordered and provided via catering or other prearranged boxed 

options while at venue and hotel.   
 
Testing Procedures  

1. Testing will be done by each team in accordance with that conference’s rules and 
regulations. Testing will be required for athletes, coaches, and staff of each 
university prior to competition days.  

2. Athletes, Coaches, and staff that test positive will be quarantined for the remainder 
of the competition. Individual would quarantine at hotel in their room.  Hotel GM 



would be notified, so that housekeeping does not enter room and would take 
precautions to sanitize room upon their departure. Team would make safe travel 
arrangements for that positive case individual to return to their home or campus 
housing with guidance from medical doctors. 

3. Established detailed procedures to follow in case of suspected and confirmed case. 
Procedures will be in line with CDC Guidance and Ohio Department of Health 
regulations.  

 


